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Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?
Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a

bit more.

: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s

quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the

time.

: That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and I came to Washington about three

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you

organize?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language

evenings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and

practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for
anyone who wants to come.

Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M. Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W:Andy, will you give this pen to Edward? 1 borrowed it last week.

M: Sure, Grace! I'll ride a bike to see him tomorrow. I owe him some money, too.

(Text 2)

M:1 think you should wear that black dress for the party.

W.I am going to wear neither the black dress nor the white dress. I'll wear the red dress.
That is my favorite.

(Text 3)

M: How much should I pay?

W:Let me see. A duckis $25. A plate of pork is $6. A bowl of beef is $ 7. Two bottles of
juice is $4. That’s $42.

M: Here is $50. Keep the change, please.

W Thank you very much.

(Text 4)

M:Make sure you exercise properly every day, Mrs. Goodman. Your health will improve
quickly if you do so.

W :Thank you, Doctor. I will follow your suggestion. I'll go to the gym after work.

(Text 5)

W :Is the book in this bag for Mom? I don’t think she is interested in the book about flowers.

M:1 think she’d like the book.

W1 thought you were going to get those gloves I showed you in that shop.
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(Text 6)

M: Welcome, madam, how may I help you?

W:My name is Karen. I have a test drive for my new car at 4:00 pm.

M. Oh, hi Karen, please come this way. Do you have your driving license with you?

W Yes.

M: Well, my co-worker Steven will take you out for a 15-minute drive. 1 will leave you with
Steven now. Return at 4:20 pm when you finish the drive.

W.OK, thank you.
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(Text 7)

M: Hello, Mrs. Smith. What can I do for you?

W . Well, I have been having trouble sleeping and I have had a lot of headaches recently.

M:Oh, I see. If I can ask you, is there anything making you anxious at the moment?

W:Yes, my young baby isn’t sleeping well, and I'm a little worried about money because my
husband John may lose his job.

M:Oh, I am so sorry to hear that. I suggest that you eat healthily and have a good rest.

W:OK. Need I have any medicine?

M: No.

W:OK, thank you.
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(Text 8)

W :Peter, who is the young man I saw you talking to outside?

M:1 don’t know. I've never seen him before. He was asking the way to the post office.

W.:Why was he here? Our house is near the post office.

M:T've no idea. He is a friendly man, though. Maybe he has family around here.

W:I'm worried when I see strangers hanging around. I never know whether they want to sell
something, or even steal something.

M: No, he is OK. He just needs directions. Don’t worry. Let’s make some food. I have got all
the things you asked for from the shop.

W.Tll just go out and check if the young man has left.

M: You worry too much. He is a nice and honest man.

W:Maybe. 1 just want to put my mind at rest. It will only take a minute.
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(Text 9)

M: Lucia? Lucia Westin? Oh, you look a lot different from before. But I mean that in a good
way.

W . Well, I got tired of that yellow hair, so I changed it to black. I also lost a lot of weight.
I'm not fat like I was in high school ever again.

M: So, do you live here? What do you do?

W:I'm a lawyer in Covington. I'm just here to buy some books. What about you?

M. T'm actually working in Springfield. I'm here in Brookfield on business.

W :Do you like your job?

M: Well, 1 guess I make a nice living, but it’s really boring. 1 wish I could just try another
job.

W1 agree. 1 actually have the opposite problem. My work is exciting, but the pay is quite
low. So I'm almost living hand to mouth every month.

M: That sounds like a fair trade, though. Say. would you like to have dinner with me
tonight? I know a great restaurant nearby.

W That would be great!
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(Text 10)

W:When did you enjoy student life the most? For me, it was really after high school.
When I left my high school, I moved from a small town to a university in LLondon. The new
life really opened my eyes. 1 felt more confident about myself because 1 started to learn
something new, which was all 1 had never known before. At that time, I was in the capital
city, and I was living by myself. 1 became more independent. 1 started my university studies,
so I really felt like I was working for my future. I loved that feeling because it was something
1 didn’t have in high school. T made my own decisions and 1 was finally able to be myself. 1
really enjoyed that time. I considered that at the time I really found my goal. 1 was becoming
the person I wanted to be and I was doing it this way that I wanted to do it. Therefore, that
period of life has played an important role in my life.
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Learning English Happily

Last Friday afternoon, our school hosted an engaging lecture titled “Learning English
Happily” in the school hall, which lasted one hour. The lecture was delivered by Mr Smith,
an English educator with rich teaching experience.

During the lecture, Mr Smith shared various effective and enjoyable methods for learning
English. He emphasized the importance of incorporating fun activities such as games, songs
and interactive exercises into daily practice. Additionally, he provided valuable tips on
improving listening, speaking, reading and writing skills through entertaining approaches.

The lecture aroused our great enthusiasm. We found Mr Smith’s strategies highly
practical and motivating. The event was a resounding success, inspiring everyone to embrace

a more joyful way of learning English.
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Reflecting on the people and things I had ignored, 1 felt a mix of sadness and
excitement. 1 hadn’t seen many friends, and I'd abandoned many hobbies—all because 1 was
too busy watching TV. It was time to make a change. First, I'd grab my journal and use my
time more wisely, Where was the book 1 wanted to read? When was the last time I contacted
my closest former classmate? 1 had so much to do. Maybe I could even pick up painting, a
hobby I once loved. The possibilities were endless, and I felt a spark of hope.

As I opened my jowrnal, I noticed a piece of paper inside, left by my mom.
Curiously, I unfolded it and found a handwritten note from my mom. It read, “Jane, I've
seen how hard you've been working to change your habits. I'm so proud of you. Let’s go on a
mother-daughter trip this weekend to celebrate our new lifestyle.” My heart leapt with joy
and surprise. This unexpected twist was the perfect motivation to keep going. I quickly ran to
find my mom, eager to plan our adventure. Little did I know that she had already booked a
surprising destination.
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