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Last summer vacation, as an unexpected job came up for my parents, I had to travel alone /A visit
to
my grandparents. I was wondering how the trip will go. On the day of the trip, my mom
would
prepared everything for me and gave me a hour lesson on being careful and stay away from
an staying
strangers. She asked me to phone her at every station which I went through. Throughout the
that
journey, I read my book and did not say many to anyone asking me question. I kept calling\fi&{
much questions
her at every station. Finally, I reached my destination and safely and sound. I was very happy
safe
to complete my first trip alone but enjoyed it.
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Ji. One possible version:
Dear Clara,
I have just attended an art exhibition held by our school and I can’t wait to share with you the

wonderful activity.
This exhibition was held on the school playground yesterday. More than 100 pieces of artworks

were displayed. One particular painting left me the deepest impression. It described a boy looking
into the blue night sky with warm stars shinning, which filled me with warmth and endless
imagination.

Personally, I like this kind of activity very much, as it always leads us out of daily routines and
reminds us of a vivid world full of life. How about your opinion? I’m looking forward to hearing
from you.

Yours,
Li Hua
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(Text 1)

M: Mary, I’'m going to a bar with some friends. Do you want to join us?

W: Thanks, but I just want to go for a walk in the park.

M: Oh, then you need to pass by the store. Could you get me some chocolate bars?

(Text 2)
W: Hi, listen,I”'m at Coombe Bissett. I' m asked to paint 40 on the road surface, but
the sign at the side of the road says the speed limit is 30. I’'m confused.
M: Let me check. Oh, it should be 30 miles/hour.

(Text 3)
M: Excuse me. Could you tell me when the next train to New York will leave?
W: Sorry, I don’t know. You can check at the information counter. It’s right down the hall.
M: Thank you.

(Text 4)
M: I’ve just been offered two jobs just now.
W: Congratulations! Which one are you going to take?
M: Thanks. I haven’t decided yet.

(Text 5)
W: Hey, John, how do you usually go home?
M: By train mostly. It takes me one hour and a half. Then I have to take a bus, which
drives me crazy. So crowded and it costs me half an hour.

(Text6)
M: Honey, I’m thinking about renting a movie for tonight’s party, and I want to know
what kind of movies you like.
W: Okay. What kind of movies do you have in mind?
M: Well, what about action movies?
W: 1 don't think so. Too much violence.
M: Then comedies?
W: Great.
W: Fine. Well, what do you think of horror movies or love ones?
W: Uh... I’'m not really into horror movies, but love stories are often fun to watch.
M: Okay. I'll go to the video store and see what I can find.
W: I’ll be here preparing dishes.

(Text7)
W: So honey, what do you think of this red sofa for the living room? It has a great color.
M: Yes, the color is great, but it's kind of big. How about the green one? It is the right size.
W: The green color is too dark. It won't match with our coffee table and bookshelf.
M: OK, what about this one? It will brighten up the living room.
W: Oh, no! All those blue and orange diamonds! It's too bright. It'll give me a headache just looking
at it. I'd rather take the grey one in the corner.

(Text8)
M: Good evening, ma’am. Did you ring for service? What can I do for you?
W: Yes. The room is too dark. Please get me a brighter light.
M: Certainly. Do you mind if I move your things?
W: Oh, no. Go ahead.



M: Thank you. How is the light now?

W: Much better. Thanks.

M: You’re welcome. And is there anything else?

W: Ah, yes, I feel rather cold when I sleep. Can you turn off the air conditioning?
M: (Checks) The air conditioning is already off, ma'am.

W: Maybe I’'m getting a cold.

M: Would you like an extra blanket?

W: OK. And would you please get me some hot water, too? I think I need to take some medicine.
M: Certainly. Here is a blanket. and hot water for you. Anything else?

W: No, thanks.

M: Good night, ma’am.

(Text9)
M: So, you’ve applied for Saturday position, right?
W: Yes, I have.
M: Can you tell me what made you reply to our job offer?
W: Well, I was looking for a part-time job to help me through college.
M: Do you know exactly what you would be doing as a shop assistant?
W: Well, I imagine I would be preparing the shop for business, helping shoppers, and
keeping a check on the supplies in the store.
M: What sort of student do you regard yourself as?
W: I suppose I’m a reasonable student. I passed most of my exams, and I enjoy studying subjects
that interest me.
M: Now, do you have any questions for me about the job?
W: Yes, could you tell me what hours I’d have to work?
M: We open at 9:00. But you would be expected to arrive at 8:30. We close at 6:00
p.m, and you would be able to leave 10 minutes later. I think I have asked you everything I wanted
to. Thank you for coming along to the interview.

(Text10)
W: Whenever anyone measures educational success, East Asian countries are always top scorers.
But in a recent ranking list, a European country, Finland, was top of the class. South Korea was still
in second place, though. Britain was at number 6.

What is the secret of Finland and South Korea's success? In South Korea the school day is
long--- typically 8 hours, followed by hours of private tutoring in the evenings. All this leaves South
Korean students so tired. Finnish children spend the least time in class in the developed world, often
finishing just after lunch, with about one hour of homework a day. Private tuition is uncommon. The
British school day is quite long in comparison, around 6 hours, and secondary school pupils do 2 or
3 hours of self-study a night.

The South Korean education system, is competitive. Finnish education is far less fierce. South
Korea and Finland both do well yet, their education systems are so different. So what lessons can
Britain learn from these two countries? Well, there are some similarities in Asia and Finland. In
those countries, teachers have high status in society, and education is very highly valued. Those
attitudes can’t change quickly. But it can be done.



