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Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?
Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a

bit more.

: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It's

quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the

time.

: That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and 1 came to Washington about three

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you

organize?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language

evenings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and

practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—Italian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for

anyone who wants to come.

: Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

: OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M: Excuse me, Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W.I'm looking forward to seeing Kate and Amy tonight. I haven’t seen them in ages.

M: Amy rang to say she can’t make it to the party. What about Caroline?

W .1 see Caroline every day. She gave me a positive answer last week.

(Text 2)

M:Wow, straight hair makes you look like a totally different person!

W:Yeah, I thought I'd try something new. 1 think it makes the color look brighter, don’t
you?

M: Yeah, it looks much longer than usual, too!

(Text 3)

W :Did you find a good birthday gift for Zoe in the end?

M: Yeah! I was close to giving up and just buying her a box of candies, but then I discovered
these amazing new toy bricks. You can build your own bunch of flowers! Isn’t that cool?

(Text 4)

M Shall we go to the movies this weekend?

W:Yes, definitely. Saturday would be better for me. There’s a nature film on TV this
Sunday night. I have to see it at home.

M. Okay, that’s fine with me.

(Text 5)

M: Do you have any hobbies?

W:Yes, but nothing special. I just like reading and going to the movies. How about you?

M. 1 have just one—photography. It's good fun.
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(Text 6)

M: 1t is cold on the mountain. Have you packed any warm clothes?

W Of course. And I'll also take two umbrellas just in case of rain.

M:Good. Do you think our tent will work well? What about our phones and cameras? Did you
charge them last night?

W.:Well, Idid all the preparations. You never thought to help me. That’s unfair.

M:Honey, I'm sorry. 1 just think you're efficient.
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(Text 7)

M: Here is the video I made for the university film competition.

W .I'm not sure if it’s what they’re looking for, Joe.

M: Really? What makes you say that?

W The brief says it should be about modern society and the future. This looks old-fashioned.

M: That’s just because I used a black-and-white filter on it.

W The message of the competition is about how colorful the world is.

M:Okay. Maybe 1 can re-edit it with colors in some scenes to show both the dark and bright
side of the story.

W . That would be a good idea. 1 can help if you would like to save time.

M: Yes, thanks. I don’t want to be late to enter it, and your views could make a difference.
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(Text 8)

M:Miss Millington, thank you for coming in today. Could you start by telling us about your
educational background?

W:Certainly. I have a bachelor’s degree in computer science from Bristol University. During
my studies, I focused on software development and data structures, which I believe have

equipped me well for this role.

=

: And what do you think are your key strengths for this position?
W1 would say my problem-solving skills, adaptability, and strong communication skills are

my strong suits.

=

: What appeals to you about this job and our company in particular?

W:I've always been drawn to the innovation in technology. Your company’s reputation for
advanced solutions and group work environment attracts me. [ also appreciate the
emphasis on work-life balance.

M. Which aspects of the job do you think you might find challenging?

W Well, I believe that keeping up with the ever-developing tech landscape can be a challenge.
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Staying current with the latest technologies and trends is essential. Additionally, while I
enjoy teamwork, I might find it challenging at times to balance individual tasks with group
projects.
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(Text 9)

M:Just try to stay calm, madam, and tell me what happened.

W . Well, I put my coat and laptop bag down on the table.

M: This table here?

W:Yes, that’s right. 1 didn’t sit down right away, as I was checking my train time on the
board up there.

M:1 see. How long were you looking at the board?

W:Just a few seconds. But when I looked back at the table, my bag was gone!

M: When exactly did this happen?

W :Only about 30 minutes ago.

M:So, it was at around 5:15 pm. Was there anything particularly sensitive on the laptop? No
business secrets or anything?

W:Ha ha! Nothing as exciting as that. I work in sales at an engineering company, so it’s just
a bunch of emails and reports.

M: Was there anything else in the bag?

W:No. I kept my phone in my pocket, and I still had my wallet in my hand because I'd just
bought myself a coffee. But. .. oh dear! My car keys were in there. That’s so annoying!
T'll have to pay for a new set.

M: Okay. We'll check the video cameras and see what we can find.

W Thanks.
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(Text 10)

M: Good morning, children. Come a little closer and I will tell you a magical story, a
story about an amazing tree with unbelievable power. Would you like to know its power? The
tree can walk! But that isn’t the most amazing part of my story. What is even more amazing
is that the story is true!

The tree in question is known as the “walking palm”. It can be found in the rainforests of
Central and South America. Here is a picture of it on the big screen. It is tall and thin with
roots standing on the ground like legs. The tree “walks” from shade to sunlight by growing
roots in the direction it wants to travel. The old roots lift it into the air and die. But the tree
isn’t about to win any hundred-meter races. It is very slow compared to the animals that live
around it, like snakes, monkeys, etc. Some scientists claim the tree can “walk” up to three

centimeters during the day, and around 20 meters in a year. It is slow, yes, but it’s still
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remarkable for a plant!
Your task is to find out even more about this incredible tree. And remember—next time
you are alone in the forest, make sure the trees don’t chase you!
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A Memorable University Tour

Last Saturday, our school organized a visit to a renowned local university for all senior
three students, aiming to motivate us through a glimpse of university life.

Upon arrival, we were warmly welcomed by student volunteers. They guided us around
the beautiful campus, including the modern library, advanced labs, and spacious sports
facilities. We also attended a lecture where professors shared insights about academic
programs and campus activities.

The trip was highly inspiring. It not only broadened our horizons but also strengthened
our determination to strive for our dream universities. Everyone felt more confident and
motivated about the upcoming college entrance examination,
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When my life was falling apart, Julia Ann stepped in. 1f anyone could inspire me, she
could. She was shocked at the reality that I was losing my passion of life due to RA. “Why
don’t you re-pierce your ears?” Julia Ann asked. “I couldn’t see what difference it would
make,” I said. “No, it makes a big difference,” she replied. The next day, she took me to
have my ears re-pierced. After I returned home, I looked in the mirror at the “bling” coming
from the new earrings. Could I still be attractive in spite of my condition? It was worth a try.

Then the earrings led to one after another. 1 started looking for necklaces that would
match my dresses. 1 invited my friends to go shopping to find comfortable, yet stylish
clothes. And I began to maintain my hair, trimming and coloring it again like before when it
grew wild and gray. Reflecting on what had happened over the years, I realized that every
time I had given something up, I had actually given up more of myself to the disease. Today,
thanks to Julia Ann’s help and the encouragement of many other friends, I'm getting my
“bling” back.
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