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Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?
Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and I thought I'd phone to find out a

bit more.

: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s

quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all

the time.

: That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and 1 came to Washington about three

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you

organize?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language evenings.
:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and

practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—TItalian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for

anyone who wants to come.

: Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.
M:

OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M:Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W:Do you want to read a newspaper or a magazine, Mike?

M:Do you have a novel written by Jane Austen?

(Text 2)

W:Oh, I've lost my mobile phone at the station.

M.: Oh dear! If I were you, I would report it to the police immediately.

(Text 3)

M. Hi, Monica. Is this your new book? Are you learning Spanish?

W.I'm trying to, but it doesn’t even teach me how to say “hello”.

M: Oh, in that case, you can try some websites for learning languages. You may find them
interesting and helpful.

(Text 4)

W.:Who's the girl in the picture?

M:She’s Lucy.

W : Lucy looks lovely. Is she an American or an Indian?

M:No, she isn’t. She’s from Africa. She is thirteen.

(Text 5)

W:Mike, are you interested in learning about the Silk Road?

M Certainly. I heard it was the most important pre-modern Eurasian trade route.

W:You're right. There’s an exhibition about it in the Museum of Chinese in America. What

about going there this afternoon?

M: Why not?
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M: Melissa, why haven’t you checked out any books from the library? Didn’t you say you need
two books for your new course?

W:Yes, but it turned out I've kept a book that I should have returned the week before. I've
forgotten to take it with me. I can’t check out any new books until I return that one.

M: So are you going back to your dorm to get the book now?

W:No. My class will begin in just twenty minutes. I don’t think I can make it if I go back to
my dorm now.
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(Text 7)

M:Emma, have you read The Lord of the Rings?

W:Yeah, of course. I read them in order before watching each of the movies. I mean the
movies are pretty fantastic, but the books are even more special. That’s why I prefer
reading books first.

M:1 have seen the movies but I don’t really enjoy reading. It takes too much time and can be a
little boring.

W :Maybe because you have no imagination! Only when you use your mind can you see the
beauty of the books. And you’ll see the words come to life.

M: 1 should read the book before watching the film. Is that what you are trying to say?

W:Yes, try it, and you may be surprised!
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(Text 8)

W.:What’s your major anyway, Dave?

M: Hotel management.

W . Well, what do you want to do once you graduate?

M. Uh... I haven't decided yet, but I think I'd like to work for a hotel or travel agency in this
area. How about you?

W . Well, when I first started college, I wanted to major in French, but I realized I might have
a hard time in learning and using the language, so I changed my major to computer
science. With the right skills, landing a job in the computer industry shouldn’t be difficult.

M:So, do you have a part-time job to support yourself through school?

W.Well, fortunately, 1 received a four-year academic scholarship that pays for all of my
tuition and books.

M:Wow. That's great!
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(Text 9)

M:Do you know where we’ll go and visit today?

W: Yes. First we’ll visit Stonehenge. It’s a world-famous historic site.

M: How long will it take us to get there from our hotel?
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W.We'll set off at 9:00 am and get there by 10:00 am. After getting there, we’ll explore the
area for half an hour.

M. What will we do after exploring Stonehenge?

W:Then we’ll go to Bath. It’s a beautiful city standing on the River Avon.

M. Will we have lunch there?

W:Yes. We'll eat at a restaurant there after we reach the city center.

M: What will we do there?

W . The guide will show us around the Roman Baths.

M: When will we leave Bath and come back?

W Around 4:00 pm. We can have dinner at our hotel if you like.

M:Um, I'd like to search for local fine food near the hotel. Would you like to go with me?
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(Text 10)

M. Once there was a pianist in a bar. People came just to hear him play. But one night, a
lady was tired of listening to the piano and asked him to sing a song. So he did. He had never
sung in public before. Now he was singing for the very first time! Nobody had expected he
could sing so beautifully! All the people present had a good time and the pianist was also very
happy because he found that he could sing well.

He may have lived the rest of his life as a no-name pianist in a no-name bar. Now he
found, by accident, his ability to sing, so he went on working hard on singing. Later, the
pianist became one of the best-known singers in the US. His name was Nat King Cole. You,
too, have skills and abilities that you haven’t found. You may not feel that your talent is
great, but it may be better than you think. With hard work, most skills can be improved.
Besides, you may have no success at all if you do nothing about your talent.
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SEEN:

Green Living: Start with Me

Green living means living in a way that is environmentally friendly and sustainable. It
involves saving resources, reducing waste, and protecting our planet. I believe green living
benefits the environment, health, and economy.

To practice green living in my daily life, I will start with small steps. For example, I will
use reusable bags instead of plastic ones when shopping. 1 will also turn off the lights and
water taps when they aren’t in use to save energy and water. Moreover, I will try to walk or
bike more often instead of driving, which can reduce air pollution and save money.

1 hope more people will join me in practicing green living and protecting our planet.
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SEEN:

At 4 am the next day, I was woken by soft footsteps. Cheng stood by my bed, holding
the capsule. “Brother, I dreamt the egg flew to Grandma’s hospital room, and she smiled.
Then she got better. ” T hugged him and the box. The moon outside was calm. I told him,
“Let’s keep the egg flying. In the morning, we'll call Grandma. ” He fell asleep against my
shoulder. At dawn, I heard noises from the kitchen. 1 walked to the kitchen and found Cheng
trying to crack an egg into a bowl.

Seeing me looking at him, Cheng smiled at me. 1 walked to help him. When the
pancakes were done, he said, “Brother, you eat first. ” I took a bite, hugging him tightly.
After the breakfast, we called Grandma. Cheng told her about his dream. On the other end,
her weak but happy voice said, “Cheng’s egg is amazing. I dreamt it was dancing by my bed,
and I felt so happy. I ate an extra bowl of porridge. ” Cheng smiled and ran into my arms,
laughing like a beam of light.
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